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Scotland’s local environmental quality levels 

starting to decline reveals new report  

National conference set to hear that it is “time to act”  

Environmental charity, Keep Scotland Beautiful, has today (Tuesday) published a 

report into local environmental quality standards across Scotland, which confirms 

that after many years of improvements, we are now seeing a deterioration in key 

indicators across the country.  The acknowledged indicators of ‘local environmental 

quality’ are litter, dog fouling, flytipping, graffiti, detritus, weed growth and flyposting. 

The report is set to be the focus of a national conference that will bring together a 

range of environmental organisations which all face the challenge of arresting and 

reversing that decline despite financial challenges.  The charity is launching a call for 

urgent action to stop the deterioration of local environmental quality standards 

through national leadership, with a more strategic, integrated and coordinated 

approach.  

Entitled “Scotland’s local environmental quality in decline”, the report confirms 

that “against all these indicators, the environmental quality of Scotland is 

deteriorating.  The consequences of this decline, which first started around 2012 - 

2013, are far-reaching due to the effects on individual health and wellbeing as well 

as local and national prosperity”.  It highlights the need for greater strategic priority 

as the current approach to the problem “is rather fragmented and not sufficiently 

coordinated.” 

The charity’s report highlights the difference between the strategic priority given to 

local environmental quality and the high level of importance attributed to clean and 

green places by people across Scotland.  The report’s authors confirm that “we think 

that local environmental quality would merit strategic consideration from a political 
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perspective, as the collective goodwill exists across a wide range of stakeholders to 

get behind coordinated action.” 

The report will be considered at the annual conference in Glasgow of Scotland’s 

Local Environmental Quality Network, a partnership programme for a broad range of 

organisations in the public and private sector who have a direct impact through their 

activities on their local environment.  The Network aims to bring about improvement 

in the cleanliness and quality of the environment on publicly accessible land through 

sharing knowledge, expertise and good practices.  It has grown in recent years and 

is the conduit for active consultation, current thinking and lobbying for change. 

Speaking on launching the report, Derek Robertson, Chief Executive of 

environment charity Keep Scotland Beautiful, said: 

“This is an important report in the long history of action to improve Scotland’s 

environment.  In a country where we owe so much of our economy to attracting 

visitors from across the globe, and where civic and social justice are so important to 

our national sense of wellbeing - this report makes it clear that we cannot stand by 

and watch whilst standards are clearly starting to decline.  

“We can now confirm that deterioration has begun, and the trend will be firmly 

downward unless remedial strategic action is taken quickly.  We all have a part to 

play, in changing the behaviour of those in our society who act irresponsibly and 

create the problem, and in supporting the national effort that is required to make a 

real difference across the length and breadth of Scotland.  However, we are calling 

for an overarching plan, which involves the public and private sectors, along with 

communities, to maximise the results of that effort.”  

“Environmental quality needs priority attention.  The evidence outlined in this report 

suggests that with political will, leadership and shared strategic action, we can 

reverse the deterioration and make sure that action to improve the environmental 

quality of Scotland really is prioritised. 

“The time to act is now.” 
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ENDS 

Notes to editors 

1. The full report, entitled “Scotland’s local environmental quality in decline” is 

available here. 

2. Keep Scotland Beautiful is the charity that campaigns, acts and educates on 

a range of local, national and global environmental issues to change behaviour 

and improve the quality of people’s lives and the places they care for.  We are 

committed to making Scotland clean, green and more sustainable.  Further 

details from www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org.  The charity’s Chief Executive, 

Derek Robertson, is also President of the Clean Europe Network. 

3. The Local Environmental Quality Network (LEQ Network) is a partnership 

programme for local authorities and other land managers or duty bodies which 

aims to bring about an improvement in the cleanliness and quality of the 

environment on publicly accessible land through effective, efficient 

management and targeted action. Further details at: 

www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/environmental-quality/local-environmental-

quality-network/  

4. The LEQ Network Conference is being held today (Tuesday) in the Grand 

Central Hotel in Glasgow.  Media attendance or enquiries to media contacts in 

note (6). 

5. The LEQ Network is closely linked to our Clean Up Scotland Campaign and 

many of the programme partners are actively supporting the campaign and 

taking action to clean up Scotland's local environments. 

6. Media enquiries to Peter Duncan on 07740469949 / 

peter@messagematters.co.uk or Kirsty Leiper on 07908781331 / 

kirsty@messagematters.co.uk  
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