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NATIONAL RECOGNITION FOR YOUNG 

OLIVER'S ENVIRONMENTAL EFFORTS 

Oliver Hall has 
received our 
Clean Up 
Scotland ‘Hero of 
the Month’ award 
in recognition of 
his admirable 
achievements in 
helping to pick up 
litter after others 
and taking 
responsibility for 
keeping his local 
area clean.  

Aged only five, 
Oliver from 
Dunard Primary 

School, 
Glasgow, has 

already been 
helping to fight 

Scotland’s littering problems for more than two 
years. With an eagle eye for spotting litterbugs, 
Oliver is constantly picking up other people’s litter 
from Glasgow’s streets and will always carry his 
own litter home if he can’t find a bin. It is Oliver’s 
tireless campaign to keep Scotland litter free that 
has resulted in him being crowned the Clean Up 
Scotland Hero of the Month for July. 

The award is sponsored by The Helping Hand 
Company that provides each Hero with a Clean Up 
kit – including a new Scottish litter picker and 
handy hoop. 

Oliver Hall, commented: 

“I can’t wait to use my picker upper so I can pick 
up more litter. At my primary school we always try 
to help the janitor pick up our litter.” 

Councillor Gordon Matheson, Chair of the Clean 
Glasgow campaign and Leader of the City Council, 
said: 

“Oliver is truly an inspiration and I congratulate him 
for taking such real pride in his community.  His  

 

 

 

commitment to our shared campaign to make the 
city a cleaner, safer place for everyone is highly 
commendable.” 

Derek Robertson, Chief Executive of Keep 
Scotland Beautiful said: 

“Oliver’s remarkable efforts to keep Scotland 
beautiful are even more commendable due to his 
young age. When a child as young as five knows 
that it is wrong to litter, and plays his part in picking 
up after others, he is setting a fantastic example for 
others. 

“I congratulate Oliver on his outstanding 
contribution towards cleaning up Scotland” 

MARCH FOR CLIMATE ACTION IN 

EDINBURGH ON 28TH NOVEMBER  

2015 is a crucial year in the fight against climate 

change. This December, world leaders will meet at 

the UN climate talks in Paris to negotiate an 

international deal to limit global warming. Keep 

Scotland Beautiful is a member of the Stop Climate 

Chaos Scotland coalition which is organising a 

family-friendly march for climate action in 

Edinburgh on Saturday 28th November. 

Join hundreds of thousands of people in capital 

cities around the world marching for climate action 

as the UN climate talks in Paris begin.   

A fair and ambitious agreement is vital, but 

whatever is agreed in Paris, it won’t encompass 

everything needed to reduce global emissions and 

help those in poorer countries who are already 

affected by the impacts of the changing climate. At 

the same time as pushing hard for the best deal 

possible in Paris, we must also keep up the 

pressure at national, regional, local and community 

levels: where change is actually put into practice.  

For details of the event, go to: 

www.stopclimatechaos.org/scottish-climate-march  

mailto:info@keepscotlandbeautiful.org
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SPOTLIGHT ON SHETLAND 

Per head of population, Da Voar Redd Up is the 

largest community based voluntary Clean Up in the 

UK. The 28th annual Voar Redd Up took place in 

April 2015, for which 4,572 volunteers registered to 

clean 222 locations throughout the isles.  

 

Over the years Da Voar Redd Up has grown from 

a few hundred individuals clearing mainly coastal 

areas of the debris washed up with winter storms, 

to over 20% of the population volunteering their 

time to clear Shetland’s coastlines and roadsides.   

During its 28 years, over 86,000 

Redd Up volunteers have removed 

over 1,700 tonnes of bruck 

(rubbish) from Shetland’s 

environment, much of which is 

marine litter. This has a significant 

impact on visual amenity, and 

removes items hazardous to our 

wildlife.   

Marine litter is a global problem 

which causes a significant hazard 

to wildlife and shipping. Reflecting 

this, Redd Up finds include many 

items from the mainland UK as well 

as much further afield, such as a 

Brazilian soft drink can, a cooking 

oil container from Argentina, a full 

can of beer from Egypt, a bottle of 

Mexican detergent, a ready to cook 

meal from Russia, a sign from a National Park in 

the United States, thousands of spent shotgun  

 

cartridges from the annual Canadian seal hunt and 

plastic cups from Newfoundland. Some finds have 

also been dangerous, such as live shells and an 

unexploded France Bombette, as well as welcome 

finds, such as messages in bottles or items Redd 

Up volunteers can upcycle.  

Scalloway Primary School, Burwick Beach 

Scalloway Primary School, in Shetland, adopted a 

local beach in 2013. During the first year they 

gathered over 2.5 tonnes of litter, filling over 250 

bags. They also noticed that there were some 

common items, such as mussel pegs and shotgun 

cartridges. When they returned in 2014 the beach 

was as littered as it had been the year before, and 

again they gathered over 2.5 

tonnes and filled over 250 

bags.  That year they kept the 

mussel pegs and shotgun 

cartridges to count, the totals 

came out at 311 shotgun 

cartridges, 135 shotgun 

wadding and hundreds of 

mussel pegs. The cartridges 

were sent away to the plastic 

free shotgun campaign for 

use in their project and the 

school contacted the local 

aquaculture industry 

regarding the litter from 

mussel farms being found on 

the beach. They also found 

a  bumper crop of 41 

mermaids purses. In 2014 

they returned and again filled 

over 250 bags, and collected 466 

shotgun cartridges and 233 mussel pegs.  

mailto:info@keepscotlandbeautiful.org
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WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING WHERE YOU 
ARE: 

FIFE 

 
For the seventh year, CLEAR Buckhaven, 

SWACS, and LDS organised their annual Castle, 

Caves & Coast Clean Up at East Wemyss on the 

Fife Coast. The historic Wemyss caves are the 

focus but a much wider area including the ruined 

Macduff castle, Coastal Path, Cemetery and 

Coastline are included 

This year, 35 volunteers took part, collecting 40 

sacks of litter and other garbage, while one squad 

planted 100 native trees along the coastal path 

GLASGOW 

 

Pollokshields Primary School has had very 

successful outings to Clean Up the local area. 

Senior “buddies” escorted children from Darnley 

Street Nursery to a local park where there was lots 

of litter to be found. After a very hard working hour 

the park looked lovely once more.  A local resident 

even insisted on giving a contribution to their Eco 

Funds as a way of thanking pupils for their efforts.  

 

 

The Junior School of the High School of Glasgow 

has also been busy cleaning up. The children 

made a huge effort in the school grounds and 

surrounding area. 

 

THE HIGHLANDS 

The Aviemore and Vicinity Community Council 
carried out a Clean Up and gathered 22 bags of 
rubbish.  
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EDINBURGH 

McDonalds Corstorphine has been busy cleaning 

up Union Park. Whilst they were there numerous 

people were walking their dogs, lots of young 

children were using the play area, some boys were 

playing football and one woman was asleep 

sunbathing. By collecting any litter they could find 

they felt that they were making the park a safer, 

cleaner and prettier place for everyone to enjoy.  

Eleanor from the team said: “It was a good team 

building activity to bring us together whilst cleaning 

somewhere local. Together we collected about 6 

black bin bags of rubbish, picking up all sorts of 

things including a ladies nightie! 

Here is a photo of 

some of our 

team, we took 

the photo using 

the litter-picker 

as a selfie stick 

with the 

camera on a 

timer.” 

 

The monthly litterpicking sessions at Bonaly and 

Dreghorn, by the Friends of the Pentlands have 

continued. They have noticed a reduction in the 

amount of litter collected at Dreghorn which is 

great news. They have even undertaken some 

additional litterpicks including requests from the 

Natural Heritage Service of Edinburgh Council. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DUMFRIES AND GALLOWAY

 

Volunteers in Kirkconnel & Kelloholm completed a 

Clean Up of the village. The volunteers were joined 

by the local cubs and guides to litter pick areas of 

the village and the cubs were presented with their 

environmental badge by local councillor, John 

Syme. 

ANGUS 

In spite of the heavy rain forecast, 4 beach 

combers turned up for the Monifieth Eco Force July 

Beach Watch and collected 4 black bags of litter.  

 

EAST DUNBARTONSHIRE  

Despite atrocious weather, many turned out to 

clear the rural roads of litter and dumped rubbish 

at Baldernock Community Council’s Clean Up. 

Afterwards they returned to the school where the 

PTA ran a community cafe for the volunteers to 

warm up with some homemade soup and home 

baking. The school children took part in a poster 

competition organised by the community council 

on the theme of 'Keep Scotland Beautiful" with the 

winners receiving a prize not just for themselves, 

but also for their classmates, as book tokens were 

awarded for the best poster in each class. 
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GREGGS PHOTO COMPETITION WINNERS 
ANNOUNCED 

Well done to the winners of the Greggs Clean Up 
photo competition with these great shots: 

Each winning group has been rewarded with the 
prize of a Samsung Galaxy Tablet donated by 
Greggs.  

Marie McAllister, Team Leader at Barlanark Family 
Learning Centre said: “We are all over the moon to 
win. We cannot wait to discover together how to 
use the tablet. The children will probably show us.” 

 

SOCIAL MEDIA CORNER 

Thanks for your great tweet Amanda and to 
everyone at EICC who got involved to keep 
Edinburgh beautiful.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tag in @CleanUpScotland to your tweets to 
be considered for Tweet of the Month for 
February!  

Barlanark Family Learning Centre 

 

Gullane Duke of Edinburgh Group 

 

Horsecross Arts Centre 
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