
Growing Together 
As the charity for Scotland’s environment, part of Keep 

Scotland Beautiful’s work supports groups across 

Scotland to improve their communities and work with 

hundreds of projects involving community growing and 

sustainable food. 

 

With the Scottish Year of Food & Drink 2015 upon us 

there has never been a better time to become involved 

with your local project. 

 

Beautiful Scotland & It’s Your Neighbourhood 

celebrate and support achievements of communities 

which have come together to make lasting 

improvements to their local neighbourhoods. The 

campaigns are run by Keep Scotland Beautiful, a 

member of the RHS Bloom Federation. 

 

Beautiful Scotland gives focus to year-round efforts 

from villages, towns and cities in relation to horticultural 

achievement, environmental responsibility and 

community participation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Find your local group or learn more about becoming a 

judge at:  

www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/beautifulscotland 

 

CASE STUDY - Brighter Bothwell, South 

Lanarkshire, has a motto of ‘Let’s just do it!’ Colourful 

floral displays and a range of environmentally friendly 

public spaces brighten up the town. The group works 

effectively with other sections of the community 

throughout the year, and its community organic 

garden and the work at local schools is exemplar. 

mailto:info@keepscotlandbeautiful.org


It’s Your Neighbourhood is non-competitive and 

recognises volunteer-led community groups working on 

a range of projects, including allotments, woodland 

gardens, rejuvenating derelict spaces and beautifying 

local streets. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Find your local group or learn more about becoming an 

assessor at: www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/iyn  

 

Register your Sustainable Picnic 

Keep Scotland Beautiful organises the annual 'One 

Planet Picnic' a sustainable picnic to celebrate 

harvests and enjoy getting to know good food, people 

and places local to you. 

 

One Planet Picnics are picnics 

that are good for you and good 

for the planet, so ingredients 

include seasonal, local, 

organic, or ethical produce and 

you reduce packaging and food 

waste.    

One Planet Picnic is open to community groups, 

businesses, youth groups and schools.  

 

Why not include your own home grown produce? You 

can register a One Planet Picnic online. 

 

Register your picnic at: 

www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/oneplanetpicnic 

 

Eco-Schools helps young people get a taste 

for a Good Food Nation 

The ideas and opinions of young people around 

Scotland have been canvassed by Keep Scotland 

Beautiful as part of its unique support of the Scottish 

Government’s ‘Becoming a Good Food Nation’ policy 

discussion.  

 

The engagement was coordinated through Keep 

Scotland Beautiful’s Eco-Schools programme and 

youth discussions took place with pupils from all 32 of 

Scotland’s local authorities to inform the next step in 

delivering Scotland’s national food and drink policy. 

 

263 voting forms on these issues were received 

representing discussions that involved 1089 young 

people from 156 secondary schools and 18 colleges 

and universities.  

 

Read more at:  

www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/ecoschools   

CASE STUDY - South Seeds, Glasgow, transformed 

a site in the Queen’s Park area of Glasgow, which 

was formerly plagued by flytipping and anti-social 

behaviour into a community garden through 

collaborative work with local residents. The group 

has developed composting solutions to meet the 

needs of the local area, has used recycled materials 

to create raised beds, and has planted an orchard. 



Climate Challenge Fund grants support  

sustainable food projects 

The Climate Challenge Fund (CCF) is a Scottish 

Government programme, managed and developed by 

Keep Scotland Beautiful. The CCF funds and supports 

community action on climate change, and to date this 

has included 286 projects that have increased the 

production and consumption of local food, cutting ‘food 

miles’ and carbon emissions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Keep Scotland Beautiful has also provided support to 

community groups taking climate action involving food 

through the CCF Community Action Support 

Programme which has included free networking events 

and sponsored spaces at conferences.  

 

Find your local CCF food project, resources and 

upcoming events at:  

www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/ccf  

Sustainable Scotland Network promotes 

sustainability initiatives 

The Sustainable Scotland Network (SSN) supports the 

public sector to take action on sustainable 

development, delivering their duties under the Climate 

Change Act (2009) 

 

All 32 local authorities have been active members of 

SSN for over 10 years, and the network is now open to 

sustainability practitioners throughout the public sector. 

SSN provides a platform for the public sector to share 

information and good practice. For example Glasgow 

City Council and Architecture and Design Scotland 

gave a presentation on the Stalled Spaces initiative at 

an SSN members meeting in 2014. 

 

The Stalled Spaces initiative promotes and supports 

temporary landscaping of derelict spaces. There are 

now over 100 Stalled Spaces in Glasgow City alone 

including community gardens and wildflower meadows.  

 

Glasgow City Council will also be showcasing the 

project as part of Glasgow's Green Year 2015, 

supporting the city's aspirations of becoming a 

European role model for sustainability. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

More examples of what your local authority is doing 

can be found on SSN climate change portal 

www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/ssn  

CASE STUDY - Shettleston Community Growing 

Project, Glasgow, was awarded CCF grants to run a 

resident-led initiative to grow food locally and 

improve diets, whilst raising awareness of food 

miles, food waste, recycling and energy 

conservation. View a case study of this project and 

other CCF funded food growing projects in the CCF 

website ‘food’ project themes section.  

CASE STUDY – Bedford Lane, Glasgow  

This space was used for unauthorised car parking 

and the dumping of rubbish.  

The Gorbals Healthy Living Network (GHLN) 

cleaned up the area and created a small garden with 

raised beds and planters. It is also used as an 

outdoor education space for all sectors of the 

community by tying in with other recycling, 

composting, growing and bee keeping projects. 

 

Community groups that have taken part in Keep 

Scotland Beautiful campaigns such as It’s Your 

Neighbourhood have transformed local Stalled 

Spaces from eyesores into urban oasis.  



Tackle a growing litter problem 

Community growing projects across Scotland are 

plagued by litter with many groups having to clean up 

sites before development. 

 

Clean Up Scotland is helping to tackle the problem with 

322 Clean Up events taking place each month across 

Scotland. Since the start of the campaign, over 

500,000 Clean Up participants have taken part.   

Last year Keep Scotland Beautiful welcomed the 

support of the Scottish Grocers’ Federation and the 

Scottish Football Association amongst others. First 

Minister Nicola Sturgeon was the 50,000th person to 

sign the Clean Up Scotland Pledge and you can be the 

next one. 

 

Register to Clean Up your area and sign the Clean Up 

Scotland Pledge today at:  

www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/cus  

mailto:info@keepscotlandbeautiful.org

