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War's Impact On Nature

War on its own is a catastrophic event. It leaves behind millions upon millions of souls either
fighting for their country or fighting to survive. Innocent civilians are the greatest casualties of
war. Soldiers are killed for doing their job and ‘protecting their nation’. War simply has no mercy.
However it’'s not only the death of millions that is a product of war, there is a huge impact on our
environment which is almost as destructive as the impact on human lives. Plants, animals,
habitats, delicate ecosystems and communities are irreversibly damaged or completely
destroyed in the aftermath and chaos war creates. Deforestation resulting from vehicle
clearance and burnt out battlefields left by the chaos, results in massive amounts of CO2
building up in our atmosphere, adding to the greenhouse effects from other sources. Heavy
artillery vehicles and guns pollute the atmosphere causing loss of precious ecosystems and
further driving climate change challenges. This is the hidden truth of war.

War has catastrophically impacted the environment. Trenches dug to protect soldiers, lead to
rapid runoff and leaching of lands. Tanks destroy trees in their path, ripping out roots and
loosening soil, all contributing to further destruction of the land. The reality of war is damaged
habitats leaving animals and humans suffering with tragedy and loss, and trying to recover what
is left of a land that is often further polluted from chemical warfare and damaged infrastructure
and industries leading to toxic substances leaking into the ground. Trees and vegetation are cut
down to create through routes for large military vehicles and animals are either killed as a result,

or lose their homes and die of starvation.



With Israel and the conflict in the Gaza strip, 5 million tonnes of CO2 gas has been estimated to
have been released into our atmosphere. War employs massive amounts of vehicles, these in
addition to the destruction they cause, burn through huge volumes of fuel. Vehicles and artillery
pollute the atmosphere contributing to greenhouse emissions and adding to a poisoned
atmosphere. In Gaza, it is estimated that 30% of greenhouse gases are released as a result of
guns and machinery, a phenomenal amount. Countries are putting great efforts into innovative
ways to slow down and reverse climate change, but in reality this effort is dwarfed by the impact
of war where world leaders caught up in devastating conflict are so focused on dropping bombs,
they will never stop to consider the wider impacts and lasting impacts. Nowadays there is a war
every day. War needs to be stopped and needs to be put towards fighting Climate Change.

Figure 1. Global military carbon footprint compared with top five
nations, 20197
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This report has primarily focused on how war and conflict increases greenhouse gas emissions
and the impact on climate change, but what does this mean to those locally? Who are the worst
affected? It is the civilians who suffer as a direct impact of the environmental damages of war. It
is the people who endure immediate health crises from toxic pollution, contaminated water, and
destroyed infrastructure, alongside long-term risks from landmines and damaged ecosystems
that destroy livelihoods and exacerbate poverty, often for generations to come. Places in the
Middle East and East Africa have experienced generations of war, and as a result have become
collateral damage, in many cases communities have been left almost inhabitable, A primary
example of an area in the Middle East completely environmentally damaged by war is Kuwait,
following the 1990-1991 Gulf War, where retreating Iraqi forces enacted a "scorched earth”
policy. This conflict resulted in unprecedented environmental destruction, transforming much of
the country into an industrial and ecological wasteland. Loss of lives as a result of war however
remains the greatest loss in conflict. In Somalia, over 5000 people have lost their lives as a



result of war, an unprecedented, catastrophic death count. This is war, and although our
environment is fragile and severely impacted, it is the loss of human lives that remains the
greatest and most tragic impact of war.



