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South Lanarkshire Schools recognised for reporting 

expertise  

Pupils recognised as finalists in Young Reporters Scotland award  

Environmental charity, Keep Scotland Beautiful, has announced that Lanark and 

Uddingston Grammar Schools have placed as finalists in the prestigious Young 

Reporters Scotland Awards in recognition of the pupils’ creative talents and investigative 

journalism skills.  

The achievements of the pupils were celebrated in Stirling last week (Thursday 30 

March) to mark the success of the Young Reporters Scotland 2016/17 programme - 

which inspires young people to increase their knowledge and awareness of economic, 

social and environmental issues and gives them a platform to express their views.  

The Young Reporters judging panel commended the Geography Club from Lanark 

Grammar School for its report on climate change. Their entry investigated climate 

change and its impacts on the environment and people, alongside looking at what can 

be done to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. The pupils from Lanark Grammar School 

attended the event and images can be accessed here.  

Members of the Geography Club, on picking up their prize, said, “We heard about YRS 

through our teacher at the school geography club. We researched climate change in 

pairs then put our report together. Young people should take part because it can help 

you decide what you want to do later in life, it’s really fun so you should give it a go. The 

awards ceremony was really good, we really liked Paula McGuire’s talk – knowing that 
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she did all that stuff even though she was scared, and it was interesting seeing other 

people’s reports. 

 

Uddingston Grammar School’s Eco Club submitted a report on their efforts to improve 

biodiversity in the local area. The group provided an account of their activities which 

ranged from growing wildflowers for bees, to hanging bird feeders and recording their 

sightings for the RSPB’s Big Schools’ Birdwatch. 

 

Jordan McCarroll, Adam Moncur and Jay Crook, members of the Eco Club said: “We 

like to improve the environment by helping plants and animals have homes and habitats. 

This helps animals survive in our school grounds and in our community of Uddingston”. 

Young Reporters Scotland is open Scotland-wide to those aged 11 - 21. The 

programme is linked to the international Young Reporters for the Environment (YRE) 

initiative and selected Scottish entries are then nominated for the international 

competition.  

Derek Robertson, Chief Executive of Keep Scotland Beautiful, commented: 

“Young Reporters Scotland provides young people from across Scotland the opportunity 

to become further engaged in the environmental issues that are closest to their hearts 

and minds.  

“Keep Scotland Beautiful is proud to support this programme and help all entrants 

develop an understanding of the challenges facing Scotland’s environment. All of the 

submissions this year are fantastic examples of investigative journalism and it is clear 

that there is significant interest in helping to address and raise awareness of Scotland’s 

environmental challenges.”  

Further information on Young Reporters Scotland can be found at: 

http://www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/sustainable-development-education/young-

reporters-scotland/yrs/  
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ENDS 

 

Notes to Editors  

 

1. Keep Scotland Beautiful is the charity that campaigns, acts and educates on a 

range of local, national and global environmental issues to change behaviour and 

improve the quality of people’s lives and the places they care for. We are 

committed to making Scotland clean, green and more sustainable. Further details 

at www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org 

2. Young Reporters Scotland (YRS) aims to empower young people to take action 

towards an economically, socially and environmentally just world. Taking part in 

YRS is an exciting opportunity for young people to build life-changing skills and 

be part of an international group of young people creatively raising awareness of 

sustainability issues within their communities.   

3. Young Reporters Scotland is part of the international Young Reporters for the 

Environment (YRE) programme which is in operation in over 25 countries. It is 

coordinated internationally by the Foundation for Environmental Education (FEE) 

and is managed in Scotland by Keep Scotland Beautiful.  

4. Media enquiries to Peter Duncan 07740 469949/peter@messagematters.co.uk 

or Kirsty Leiper 07908 781 331/kirsty@messagematters.co.uk 
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