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Roadside litter picker 

receives Hero award 

 

Former Scottish Government Minister, Jim 

Mather, has won our Hero of the Month award 

in recognition of his tireless efforts to clean up 

roadside litter.  

The current Homes for Scotland chairman has, 

for a number of years, witnessed the 

detrimental impact that roadside litter can have 

on Scotland’s precious scenery. This has led 

him to regularly collect rubbish from local 

beauty spot Drynie Hill on the A861 - 

improving what he considers one of Scotland’s 

most stunning landscapes.  

Jim Mather commented: 

“As a keen cyclist I see the litter accumulating 

at the side of the road up close and personal. 

I collect rubbish from some of the most 

stunning and precious landscapes in the West 

Highlands - particularly Drynie Hill, above 

Acharacle on the A861. That road perennially 

wins hearts and return visits - however in 

recent years those visits can be soured and 

spoiled by litter and other detritus.”  

Read the rest of the story here. 

 

 

 

Can you help us to tackle roadside litter? 

Our roadside litter campaign has started to 

take shape, with local initiatives launched in 

Angus and South Ayrshire. We are also 

trialling ways to reduce littering in laybys with 

a view to rolling this all out to other local 

authorities over the coming months. 

On another front, we recently joined forces 

with the National Trust for Scotland as their 

volunteers carried out a litter pick of the iconic 

A82 road, that runs through Glencoe. 

Campaign partners BEAR Scotland provided 

the necessary road closures and, as a result, 

65 bags of litter were cleared from this 

beautiful location. 

Whilst we tackle the issue from all angles, the 

success of the campaign still depends on 

getting the message out as far and wide as 

possible.  

If you would like to help us spread the 

campaign message in your area, please get 

in touch. Our posters are currently available 

for download and we will be looking to expand 

the ways in which communities can get 

involved. 
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Spring Clean is nearly here… 

Have you registered your Spring Clean in April 

or May with us yet?  Events registered with us 

are eligible to receive free treats from Greggs.  

Read more here. 

Clean Up survey guidance now available 

Last month, we began challenging our 

supporters to take part in a litter survey.  Not 

only will the survey enable you to better 

understand your local littering situation, but by 

sharing the results with us you will be helping 

to build a more detailed picture of Scotland’s 

local environmental quality. 

The updated toolkit is available on the 

organise a Clean Up page. 

We are particularly interested to hear from 

groups who are thinking about regularly 

carrying out litter surveys as part of their local 

campaign.  If that is you, get in touch with us 

at cleanup@keepscotlandbeautiful.org and let 

us know a little about your plans.  

Da Voar Redd Up’s 30th is a huge success 

 

Shetland Amenity Trust recently held the 30th 

Da Voar Redd Up event, the largest 

community based Clean Up in the UK.  Over 

20% of Shetland’s population regularly turn out 

for the event. 

 

 

Sita Goudie, Environmental Improvement 

Project Officer with Shetland Amenity Trust, 

commented: “Now in its 30th year, Da Voar 

Redd Up has so far removed close to 1,800 

tonnes of bruck from our environment.  

We welcomed back existing groups, as well as 

new volunteers, to this year’s event. It is these 

volunteers who make the Redd Up the 

success it is and show just how committed 

Shetland is to caring for the environment. 

What is achieved through Da Voar Redd Up is 

incredible.”  

Deposit return scheme: an opinion piece 

from our CEO 

Our Chief Executive, Derek Robertson, has 

given evidence to a sub-committee of the 

Environment, Climate Change and Land 

Reform Committee at the Scottish Parliament 

on the challenges and opportunities of a 

can/bottle deposit return scheme in Scotland. 

Find out more about our charity's view on such 

a scheme. 

Your stories 

 
A whopping 57 volunteers from East Lothian 

Council Countryside Rangers, North Berwick 

in Bloom, Surfers Against Sewage and the 

Scottish Seabird Centre joined together to 

organise a community beach clean in North 

Berwick. 
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Pupils from Victoria Primary school joined 

forces with a local McDonald’s to encourage 

community pride in Falkirk.  

 
 40 Whitecross Primary school pupils plus staff 

and parents cleaning up Manuel Burn, ready 

to release fish into the watercourse as part of 

the RiverLife: Almond & Avon project. 

 
12 volunteers from the Galashiels area came 

together to clear the lade of litter and to prune 

the vegetation. 16kg of rubbish, plus 5 cubic 

metres of pruning was removed, helping to 

improve the water flow. 

 
A victorious group of girls from St Bride’s 

Primary came together with Brighter Bothwell 

to tackle litter and plant tomato seeds. 

 

  
Friends of Cadzow Glen with their Spring 

Clean pickings.  They followed the Clean Up 

with a wildflower sowing event.  Don’t forget to 

order your free native wildflower seeds. 

 
Kilwinning Sports Club with volunteers from St 

Luke's, St Winning's and Pennyburn Primary 

schools along with McDonald's Stevenston 

employees getting a little extra help from Larry. 
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