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Paris Agreement reduces the chance of
3-5oC warming but significant risk remains
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Scotland’s existing pledges provide a steady reduction in 
emissions towards a 64% reduction in 2030…

2030 = 

64%

Actual

46% down 

on 1990
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…which support UK ambitions.
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Progress is Scotland driven by emission reduction in 
power and waste…

…succeeding in waste

Growth in renewables…
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…but more focus is needed on transport, agriculture 
and heat for buildings.

Flat-lining in transport …

…struggling in public and 

private buildings
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Public sector ambition has been articulated but it is 
hard to monitor whether it is being achieved.

Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2009 includes a duty on public bodies to contribute 
to the delivery of climate change targets. 

Scottish government milestones:

– The public sector will have reduced its energy consumption by at least 12% by 
2020 relative to 2005-2007 average. 

– By 2027, there will be a complete transformation in the way Scottish public 
bodies work and in how their estates are managed. This will be achieved 
through implementing and outperforming existing carbon management plans, 
adopting sustainable procurement processes and through supporting 
governance arrangements. 

Annual reporting to Sustainable Scotland Network
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Characteristics of climate change risks 
differ across the UK.

WETTER DRIER

CLIMATIC ZONES FOR 
TEMPERATURE AND RAINFALL 
(CURRENT CLIMATE) WETTER DRIER

Cold water plankton

Coastal squeeze

Rock Ptarmigan

Hemsby, Norfolk
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Scotland needs to adapt to the risks from 
ongoing climate change.

Source: ASC (2016) Scottish Climate Change Adaptation Programme: An independent assessment
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The Scottish Climate Change Adaptation 
Programme is a start.

27

6

103

11
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Status of the policies and proposals in the Scottish 
Climate Change Adaptation Programme

Reported complete

Reported on-track

Reported as on-track, but
no timescale for delivery

Revised / delayed

Dropped

No response

Source: Scottish Government (2016) Second annual progress report on the SCCAP
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Theme 1:

Theme 2:

Theme 3:

Policies are in place, actions are being 
completed, but progress more difficult to assess.
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There are many areas where mitigation and adaption 
policy cross-over.  A joined up approach is needed.  

Annual tree planting rates
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