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In a global context, the risks and benefits associated with climate change are 
often unequally distributed with the poor and vulnerable, particularly women 
and children, worst affected. Climate Justice recognises that decision-making, 
especially about how we manage our natural resources, promote economic  
growth and accelerate global development, must be undertaken with human  
rights and social justice in mind. 

For this reason, Keep Scotland Beautiful’s sustainable development education 
programmes and initiatives promote rights-based approaches to learning and 
support the formation of values, dispositions and attitudes that lead to wise,  
just and compassionate decision-making. 

Scotland Lights up Malawi provides pupils with the opportunity to actively demonstrate Scotland’s contribution 
towards the Sustainable Development Goals while exploring their place in the world.    

Scotland Lights up Malawi was born from Scotland’s 2020 Climate Group (a group made of business and sector 
leaders) who came together to provide strong, visible leadership to Scotland’s business and non-governmental 
communities, with the aim to inspire a reduction in carbon emissions. The Scotland Lights up Malawi project 
involves three partners working on three different aspects of the project. The project has been supporting 
Scotland’s ambitions for climate justice by investing in solar lights in Malawi, researching climate justice and 
educating children in both Scotland and Malawi. 

The Scotland Lights up Malawi partners are:

 SolarAid who are delivering over 100,000 solar lights to the most disadvantaged communities in Malawi through 
the SunnyMoney social enterprise as well as helping to reactivate the Malawian Renewable Energy Association.

 Glasgow Caledonian University who are measuring the impact of the SunnyMoney approach on climate 
change and poverty using a climate justice framework.

 Keep Scotland Beautiful who are building on the Eco-Schools programme to provide educational materials 
and resources, along with a teacher professional learning programme to raise awareness and understanding 
of the issues of climate change and climate justice.

The benefits of solar lighting to schoolchildren mean that they can study in the evening, increasing their education 
experience. This is of particular importance to girls, who have chores to complete during daylight hours before 
they can embark on their studies. 

Keep Scotland Beautiful is responsible for delivering the education element of the project in partnership with 
schools and local authorities across Scotland. 

With thanks to: Project delivery partners:
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 For me, the Scotland Lights 
up Malawi project is an ideal 
link to create a whole school 
Learning for Sustainability 
project. It allows us to bring in 
elements of global citizenship, 
climate awareness, recycling and 
reusing, and enterprise when it 
comes to the fundraising aspect 
of the project. 
Yvonne Templeton – Headteacher, Ballentrae 
and Colmonell Primary Schools

The project comprised three main areas – a comprehensive 
set of exciting and practical teaching resources developed 
for the Scottish context in partnership with SolarAid, a 
sustained teacher professional learning programme leading 
to professional recognition from the GTCS, and a national 
Campaign Challenge competition. 

The children involved in the project learnt about the work of 
SolarAid and the benefits of using solar lighting for those living 
in Malawi whilst relating these impacts to climate change and 
energy use both in Malawi and Scotland. The children had the 
opportunity to take part in practical solar science lessons using 
solar powered buggies and solar cookers, and worked in teams 
to put together an awareness raising campaign where they 
considered what changes they would like to encourage people 
to make to improve the effects of climate change in Malawi. The 
children also considered if and how they might like to fundraise 
to support the work of SolarAid.

The 2014/15 Scotland Lights up Malawi project provided 
registered teachers with an interdisciplinary approach 
to Learning for Sustainability. The project gave the 
opportunity for P6 to S2 aged pupils to examine climate 
change and climate justice, renewable energy, global 
citizenship and campaign making skills, whilst making 
connections to all aspects of Curriculum for Excellence. 

The perfect way to 
explore Learning for 
Sustainability



Feedback from teachers included:

Feedback from teachers included:
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Exciting and Practical 
Teaching Resources

An important aspect of the 2014/15 Scotland Lights 
up Malawi project was to develop and improve 
teacher understanding around climate change, 
climate justice and renewable energy. 

The series of professional learning sessions organised during terms 3 and 
4 were a great success and provided interesting and thought-provoking 
discussion whilst building upon the already available teaching resources. 

The professional learning sessions:

• Climate change and climate justice
• Online solar science cookalong

“Out of all the courses I have been on this is 100% the most 
useful! Good resources and activities which we can take back 
and use in the class. Up to date information that created a 
deeper understanding of climate change.”

The Sunny Schools resource, produced initially 
by SolarAid and updated for Curriculum 
for Excellence by Keep Scotland Beautiful, 
provided teachers with a great base to begin 
teaching the Scotland Lights up Malawi project. 

The resource includes teaching cards, activity sheets, assembly 
ideas, factsheets and case studies. Alongside this, interdisciplinary 
planners for both second and third level were provided for climate 
change, energy and campaign making skills. An introductory lesson 
was produced along with specific teaching materials to enable the 
children to work on and develop their campaigns and entry into the 
Campaign Challenge competition.

Sustained Teacher 
Professional Learning

“Very interesting and I will 
certainly be trying the solar 
cooker out with my class!”

“I really enjoyed this [solar 
science ‘cookalong’] and look 
forward to using this in class.”

“Fantastic session - highly 
informative with lots of brilliant 
ideas for teachers to read, cascade 
and implement.”

“Very good resources to use with 
pupils. Useful case study cards. 
Good information for teachers to 
be more confident.”

“All resources were simple to 
understand and enhanced my 
own knowledge and confidence 
to teach about climate change.”

“Great resources! Looking 
forward to using them in Broad 
General Education.”

“It has been really great having 
this session presented by such a 
passionate and knowledgeable  
team. I have learnt a great  
deal about climate change  
and climate injustice.”

• The work of SolarAid
• Multi-media skills
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The exciting finale to the 2014/15 Scotland 
Lights up Malawi project was the national 
Campaign Challenge competition. All 
the children involved in the project were 
asked to work in teams to put together a 
campaign setting out what they had learnt 
through their work on the project and 
what changes they would like people to 
make to improve life for those in Malawi.

Each school held a local competition to find a winning team 
to put forward to the national final. These winning teams had 
to demonstrate their key message, show an understanding 
of climate change and climate justice issues and set out 
what change they would like people to make to help improve 
life in Malawi.

The quality of the entries that made it through to the 
national final were exceptional and our judges had a hard 
time deciding on the winners and runners up. A huge 
congratulations to the Solar Sisters from Glenburn Primary 
School in South Ayrshire who were crowned the 2015 
Scotland Lights up Malawi Champions with their fantastic 
scrapbook film.

Katrina Flaherty, Primary 6 Teacher at St Mark’s 
Primary School in East Renfrewshire, commented 
about the national Campaign Challenge competition: 

 What an amazing morning! 
The pupils were so confident and 
effective delivering their campaigns 
on stage. They thoroughly enjoyed 
the experience and it is one they 
will look back on with a great sense 
of achievement. 

Campaigns needed to be in one 
of the following styles:

• Multi-media presentation
• Drama
• Radio show
• Stand-up comedy routine
• Poetry slam, song or rap
• Pop up exhibition

2015 Champions
Glenburn Primary School

Scotland Lights up Malawi 
The Campaign Challenge competition!
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78 SChooLS
signed up to the 
p r o j e c t  f r o m 
20 local authority 
clusters

50% 
oF TEAChERS 
registered took 
part in the professional 

LEARnIng 
programme

More than 2500 
young learners involved in

activities relating 

to the project

 PRoFESSIonAL
 LEARnIng EvEnTS
 took p lace  prov id ing
detailed knowledge of climate 
change, climate justice, solar science
and  campa ign  mak ing  sk i l l s

10

A range of ExCITIng and 
PRACTICAL teaching resource 
documents produced to aid 
TEAChERS In ThE CLASSRooM

LoCAL CAMPAIgn 
ChALLEngE 

competition events took place 
in schools across Scotland

16

More than 

80 TEAMS
registered for the
Scotland Lights up
Malawi Campaign
Challenge competition
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nATIonAL CAMPAIgn ChALLEngE 
event took place on 17Th JunE at 
the Macrobert Art Centre, Stirling

100 PuPILS 
from across Scotland 
preSented their 
CAMpAignS At the 
Campaign Challenge event

3 SChooLS
awarded runner up  positions

ovER 100
BLog EnTRIES 
p o s t e d  o n  t h e 
Scotland Lights up 
Malawi Glow site

Tailored lessons developed 

and delivered in  

9 SChooLS 
across Scotland, 
reaching more than 
350 ChILdREn

ovER 
500
ChILdREn
worked on

T h E I R 
Campa ign 
Cha l l enge 
e n t r i e s

glenburn primary 
School crowned the 

nATIonAL 

CAMPAIgn 

ChALLEngE 

ChAMPIonS 2015

SChooLS froM aCroSS 
SCoTLand inCLudinG  
highlands, Aberdeenshire and 

dumfries and galloway took 

part in the Campaign Challenge



Keep Scotland Beautiful

Keep Scotland Beautiful is the charity that campaigns, 

acts and educates on a range of local, national and 

global environmental issues to change behaviour and 

improve the quality of people’s lives and the places 

they care for. We are committed to making Scotland 

clean, green and more sustainable.
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