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East Haven 

 

East Haven is a small coastal village comprising approximately 100 residents between 

the towns of Carnoustie and Arbroath on the Angus coastline.  ‘East Haven Together’ 

(EHT) is a local community group made up of residents of East Haven, who have been 

working extensively on improving the environment in which they live.  

  

The involvement of ‘East Haven Together’ with the beach environment can be traced 

back almost 20 years with residents holding a beach clean every year. However, the 

group found that an annual event was not enough to maintain the beach to a good 

standard all year round.  Following the development of the “National Cycle Route 1” 

through the village and up the coast in 2013, residents embarked on a journey which 

would see them transform the whole community. 

 

The village celebrated its 800th year in 2014 attracting funds of over £87,000.  Beach 

cleans became more regular with residents carrying out cleans on a monthly basis.  In 

the same year, there were steps taken to further progress the enhancement of the 

area.  This started with a bridge being built across the burn, community gardens being 

developed and the wider area being cleaned up.  The group also began to register 

their beach clean activities with the Marine Conservation Scotland (MCS), taking 

surveys to track the type and source of litter on the beaches, and have had volunteers 

travel significant distances to take part in the MCS beach cleans.  

 

The most impressive task has been the renovation of the toilet block located next to 

the beach.  Residents were keen to improve the appearance of the toilets and 

approached Angus Council to discuss options.  The Angus Environmental Trust 

successfully awarded a grant to the group in order to transform the exterior and 

information boards were created with input from organisation such as Scottish Natural 

Heritage.  The residents entered into a partnership with the local authority to take 

ownership of the toilets and now ensure that they are welcoming to visitors by provision 

of fresh flowers, hand soap and paper towels while also carrying out cleaning duties.  

http://www.easthavenangus.com/
http://www.sustrans.org.uk/ncn/map/route/route-1
http://www.mcsuk.org/scotland
http://www.snh.gov.uk/
http://www.snh.gov.uk/
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The toilets have since been renamed the 'Wee Gallery' as original paintings are also 

hung on the wall. 

 

 

East Haven Together then set about working on the next challenge of improving the 

rest of the beach environment and began the process of applying for a Beach Award.  

East Haven were supported to achieve the right standards through support from Keep 

Scotland Beautiful as well as consultations with relevant stakeholders.  The group 

improved on signage and wrote a management plan to add to the work already carried 

out on the ground and this culminated in the group applying for an award early in 2016.  

 

Receiving the award as a community led beach makes East Haven Together incredibly 

proud and provides a way of recognising the work of the whole community.  Ian 

Bancroft, Trustee with East Haven Together said:  

“Residents and supporters are delighted to have achieved a community led beach 

award. We have worked consistently over a number of years to improve the beach 

and local amenity.  

“This award recognises the enormous effort of the community in ensuring that visitors 

have an enjoyable experience when exploring this beautiful part of the Angus coast.” 

 

For more information on East Haven Together’s beach profile visit here. 

http://www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/local-environmental-quality/beach-awards/beach-guide/map-of-winners/east-haven/

