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Stirling teenager takes on 

litter challenge  

 

A Stirling teenager has received the prestigious 

Clean Up Scotland ‘Hero of the Month’ award in 

recognition of his enthusiastic approach to helping 

deliver environmental improvements in the local 

area. The award is part of the national Clean Up 

Scotland campaign, organised by Keep Scotland 

Beautiful. 

Louis Mackie, a second year pupil at Stirling High, 

has played a pivotal role in the school's Eco Club. 

During the year, Louis joined his classmates to 

take the lead on a number of environmental 

initiatives in partnership with the local community, 

including regularly volunteering at the school’s 

litter picks. 

Stirling High’s Eco Club works with community 

volunteers to undertake Clean Up activities in the 

local area. The events previously took place during 

school time, however alterations to the school day 

now require pupils to volunteer in their own time 

after school. Since the change, Louis has attended 

every single event and even dressed up as a 

banana during the Clean Up activities for Fairtrade 

fortnight.  

 

 

 

 

The award is supported by The Helping Hand 

Company, who provide each Hero with a Clean Up 

kit - including a new Scottish litter picker and handy 

hoop. 

Louis Mackie commented:  

“I really enjoy taking part in the Eco Club. 

Volunteering with the local community and working 

together to clean up litter is only a small part of 

what we do. We get to hear interesting talks on 

environmental subjects and even have our own 

roof garden - it is good fun and interesting.  

“I am proud to receive the award today and hope 

that many more pupils join in and help us to make 

Stirling an even better place to live, work and play.”  

Trudi Trogneri, Senior Technician / Eco 

Coordinator and Keep Scotland Beautiful 

Champion for the environment, commented: 

“We are very pleased to see Louis become so 

enthusiastic about the local environment. He is a 

true ambassador for young people and a very 

worthy hero. 

“We really value the time that local residents 

commit to join us on a weekly basis and help to 

improve the outdoor space surrounding the school. 

Since it has become voluntary for students to take 

part Louis has surprised and delighted us all with 

his dedication.”  

If you know a Hero, do not forget to nominate them. 

You can find more information here. 

 

Outstanding volunteers wanted in North 

Lanarkshire 

Voluntary Action North Lanarkshire have opened 

the nominations for their ‘VOSCARS’ award, 

recognising the outstanding efforts of local 

volunteers.  If you know someone you would like to 

nominate, you can find more information here. 

Clean Up Scotland Newsletter 

 

Louis, receiving his award with head-teacher Mr Cassidy 
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Opportunity for budding Young Reporters 

Taking part in Keep Scotland Beautiful’s Young 

Reporter Scotland (YRS) campaign is an 

opportunity for young people aged 11-21 to gain 

life-changing skills and to be part of an 

international group of young people creatively 

raising awareness of sustainability issues within 

their communities and beyond. 

 

To enter the competition, young people are asked 

to submit a report which focuses on a sustainability 

issue or environmental problem. Entries can be in 

a range of different media: either in the form of an 

article or blog, videos or animations, a photograph 

or a series of photographs.  It is a great way to get 

a young person to document the work of your 

group, and potentially end up with new volunteers.  

Find out more here. 

Your stories 

 

Students from Laurencekirk Primary in 

Aberdeenshire targeted a local grot-spot on their 

litter pick.  The next step for the campaign is to 

create a series of posters to encourage community 

members to keep the area clean and safe. 

 

2nd Torwood Cubs collected 100 pieces of litter … 

each! … to mark the Cub movement’s 100th 

anniversary. 

 

Pupils from Pilmuir Primary in Moray taking part 

in a litter pick as part of their John Muir award.  

Emma, age 9, commented: ‘Litter picking is 

connected to John Muir because it keeps wildlife 

safe and the countryside tidy.’ 

 

Volunteers from Ochiltree Community Council 

and Community Hub taking part in a Clean Up 

and receiving a thank you certificate. 

 

Pupils from Whitecross Primary in Falkirk 

displaying their anti-litter posters after doing their 

litter pick. 
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